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SCENE 1 — IDENTIFYING HOME

Rap. Rap. Rap.

Dr. Factfinder: Mr. Watson, there appears to beeswra rapping at
the door.

Watson: How dreadful, Sir. Surely everyone knowat ttve only
listen to classical music.

Factfinder: Notthat kind of rapping. | meant someonekisockingat
the door.

Watson: Oh, my apologies, Sir. | wonder who it colo¢?

Factfinder: Mr. Watson, since you are the butlenywon't you find
out by answering the door?

Watson: Ah, splendid idea, Dr. Factfinder. Spenttideed.

Watson makes his way to the door and opens intbdiyoung
lady who looks a bit scared and very disoriented.

Watson: Good day, Miss. May | help you?

Girl: Oh, | hope so. You see, | hit my head in rilide car accident,
and now | don't know who | am or where | live. | told that the
great detective, Dr. Dusty Factfinder, lives hend ham hoping
that he can help me find out my identity — whodllggam.

Watson: Good heavens! Please do come in and gebfottis
dreadfully cold weather.

The young lady enters. Watson directs her to tlelyelibrary
where Dr. Factfinder is sitting.

Watson: Dr. Factfinder, may | introduce Miss..., Misgturning to
the girl...) Sorry, Miss, but what did you say your name is
again?

Factfinder: Mr. Watson, | believe the young ladys hast told you
that she doesn't know who she is.

Watson: Ah, right you are, Sir.
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Factfinder: Miss, please do come in. You may takeeat by the
fireplace to warm yourself. Would you care for sce?

Girl: Oh, yes. A large glass of sweet tea, maybthvai twist of
pennyroyal mint, if you have some fresh from thedga. That
would be quite refreshing after being out in thsather.

Factfinder: Watson, would you have the kitchenfstse to the
young lady's request.

Watson: Certainly, Sir.

Factfinder: So, Miss, can you tell me anything dbgpourself —
anything at all?

Girl: There is nothing to tell — I don't rememberttang. I'm so
scared we'll never know who | am or where I'm from.

Factfinder: Quite to the contrary, you've alreadlg tus where you
are from.

Watson: How so, Sir? I've been with her since shigeal, and have
heard her mention nothing about where she is from.

Factfinder: Elementary, my dear Watson. When oifetea this
young lady assumeadedtea, not the hot tea commonly served in
our region on cold days such as today. This indg#tat she is
likely not from this area. Sweet tea suggests sha&t is from a
more southern locale, and the mention of gardemAgro
pennyroyal mint in her tea suggests somewhere aloadgsulf
Coast where soil and climate are more conduciveHisr herb.
From this, along with the particular lilt in hercaot, one may
deduce that this young lady is from the state afdidsippi, and
most probably from one of the southern districtghat state.

Watson: Amazing, Sir. Simply amazing.

Girl: Wow! Thatis amazing. Finding out where | belong is the first
step in discovering who | am. You are wonderful, Bactfinder!

© 2011 Don Burke



Like the young lady, many of us are trying to fiodr identity.
Part of our identity is built upon the place wedrgl. For at least a
few years in our lives we identify ourselves asaatbper, a trojan, a
bobcat or some other character because we beloagsahool with
that character as our mascot.

And like the girl in our story, even if we havenliscovered it
yet there is a place that we belong. What are sufntfee cool things
that are a part of feeling like you belong?

So, where is a place you feel that you belong? Sueonele have
strong ties and a sense of belonging to their familFor some it's
their school, a club, or a certain activity theyogn

Other people feel like they really don't belong whgre. This
can be especially true during some of the teensydais a part of
God's design for most of us that as we mature aeel®ur family
and begin a new family of our own. Many teens gmuph a
transition period as they slowly get closer to thisnt — a period
when they aren't yet able to make a living on tbein, but still have
a growing sense of wanting to be independent df {perents and
family. And while this is normal, it often leavelsem feeling that
they don't really belong anywhere.

But the Bible tells us that there is a place whatethose who
have accepted Jesus Christ as Savior belong — \wago& His
kingdom. What is that kingdom? Think of it this wayhat will it be
like to live on earth when Jesus comes back andrbes the king?
Well, all the wonderful things that will be a past that earthly
kingdom, He wants to have in a kingdom inside yweart right now
— and that includes a place where you belong. ufax@ His child, a
part of your identity is belonging to Him and tosHiingdom.

Do you feel like you don't belong? If you are sawbén you can
find your sense of belonging in Jesus. You areraghddis kingdom.
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If you are not saved, you can belong to Jesus dsdkiAgdom by
asking Him. You can find help to do that in thet lEesson of this
devotional booklet.

Look again at your list of things that are cool atbleelonging...,
then think about those things being a part of ymlonging to Jesus.
Now is that cool, or what?

Why not say a prayer, thanking Jesus for allowiag o belong
to Him and His kingdom? Then go out and face thedyd&nowing
that whatever happens you belong to Someone andtsmg very
important!

SCENE 2 — IDENTIFYING FAMILY

Factfinder: Now, Miss, since we have discovered revhgou are
from, let us now return to the task of determinivigp you are. |
see you are carrying a backpack; might | suggest ybu and
Mr. Watson look through it for clues while | quigiktheck for a
missing persons report?

Girl: Certainly, Dr. Factfinder.

Factfinder leaves the study to check with the polithe young
lady and Watson begin to look through the contesftghe
backpack. Moments later Factfinder returns.

Factfinder: Mr. Watson, were you able to locatethimg that is a
clue to our guest's identity.

Watson: We found a couple of clues, Sir. It app#aas she is a Girl
Scout, where she worked on a project with the Reds<
protecting people against lions.

Factfinder: And what brings you to such a bizaoeatusion?

Watson: This merit badge attached to her Scoubtmif Sir. See, a
bright red cross on a gold shield with a lion ireaorner. But |
don't understand the meaning of this poem at theoboof the
merit badgelUng roy ung foy ung loy
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Girl: That's strange, | don't remember being a Swbut, or anything
about fighting lions.

Factfinder: And well you shouldn't, Miss. Watsonhatv we have

there isnot a merit badge on a uniform, but a coat-of-arms —

sometimes called a family crest — on a blazer. Wbeds you
read are the family motto, and they mean “One ko faith,
one law.” And unless | am mistaken, this is theifprrest and
motto for the Burke surname.

Watson: This young lady is a sir, Sir? Surely yest |

Factfinder: “Surname” is not the name of a sir, Miatson. It simply
means a person's last name. And this family crelicates that
our guest’s last name is Burke.

Have you ever looked up your family coat-of-armgfege crests
were once used to identify the family or clan asparbelonged to.
They often highlighted things that were importanthat family.

As we search for our own identity, part of thatnily is
discovered in the families that you belong to. Amg of the families
that a Christian belongs to is a church.

On a sheet of paper draw a coat-of-arms to repreesen church
family or your youth group. Think of three or fothings that are
especially important to this family, and designrast that includes
these items. You might even include a motto to gb it When you
are finished, share the design with someone eldeegplain each of
the elements and why it is important to this family

SCENE 3 — IDENTIFYING DAD

Factfinder: Mr. Watson, you mentioned that thera second clue?

Watson: Oh yes; yes we did, Sir. There is a note.He seems this
young lady is in the military — in boot camp, |ieek.

Girl: 1 don't remember being in the military, eithe
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Factfinder: First the Girl Scouts, and now the taily, Mr. Watson?
Does this young lady look like she is going throlbglot camp?

Watson: | know, Sir. But look at the note — sighgcdher sergeant:

Sweetheart, | will miss you while you are goneopéryou enjoy
your time in Rochester. | love you. “Sarge”

Factfinder: Watson, does it not strike you as #ast bit odd for a
drill sergeant to address one of his soldiers ag&heart,” and
to add “I love you”? | rather think that this not&as written to
her by a close family member — probably her fathawvho is
nicknamed “Sarge.” Turning to the young lady..Does that
make you think of anyone, Miss?

Girl: Sarge? Sarge..., yeah..., that is beginning tendofamiliar.
Yeah, Daddy was in the army a few years ago. Helaghis
gun sergeant or something.

Factfinder: Maybe “gunnery sergeant™?

Girl: Yeah, that's it! When we found out all theldiers had called
him “Sarge,” we started calling him that, too.

Factfinder: Gunnery Sergeant Burke. Now we are ngpldome
progress.

“She looks just like her mother.” “His smile issjulike his
father’'s.” Comments like these are very common a&s leok at
babies and small children.

Why are similarities like this so common? Because t
characteristics of our parents very often showruguir lives as well.
This means sometimes we can better see who wesaxe &nd out
more about our parents and even our grandparents.

That is especially true in our spiritual life. Jessaid that those
who don't have God as their Father take after thdtsal father,
Satan (John 8:44). And people that do have GobeasFather begin
to take on His characteristics.
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Write down what you normally do and think when gsrdon'’t
go like you want them to or when you get upset:

Is the way that Jesus (who was God in the fleshjldvbave reacted?
Do you show characteristics that are handed doam fGod, your

Father? Or do you maybe need to ask God's forgaseher these,

and ask Him to grow His likeness within you?

SCENE 4 — IDENTIFYING ME

Dr. Factfinder leaves to place another phone cAf. he returns
to the study Mr. Watson pulls him to one side,afuhe hearing
of their guest, and privately shares some conceitis him.

Watson: Sir, while you were out this young ladyrtetd a nervous
condition of some kind, and she doesn't even seenmtice it.
When she talks her hands make all kinds of motions.

Factfinder: This is no surprise after what | dise@d in this last
phone call. Watch, and in a moment we should knomvstire
who our new friend really is.

Getting the young lady’s attention Dr. Factfindelages his
thumb and forefinger about three inches apart araves them
down his neck as if tracing the outline of his #troThe young
lady lifts up her hand in a ball-shape, and rodklack and forth
as if knocking on an imaginary door.

Watson: See Sir, that is exactly what | was tallabgut. And | fear
that it is contagious and you have now caught tiseade as
well!

Factfinder: There is no need to fear, Mr. Watsohis T‘nervous
condition” as you call it is sign language, andtbyur guest just
told us that she is hungry.
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Factfinder (speaking for all to hear): Miss, | bek we have just
discovered your identity. It seems you are Miss &liag Burke,
the new sign language teacher at the RochesteroStirothe
Hearing Impaired. You were due to arrive there grelgty, and
when you still had not shown up this morning thejled your
father, and he notified the police. The police judti me of the
missing persons report that Sergeant Burke filed, yu fit his
description to a “T".

Miss Burke: Yes, that is it! It is all coming bat& me now. My
nameis Madeline. | arrived in town yesterday morning, ang
purse with all my personal identification was stolat the
airport. | took a cab from the terminal, but aswere going to
the school there was the big accident | told yoauabNow |
remember..., and now | know who | am! Thank you soyve
much, Dr. Factfinder!

Factfinder: You are very welcome, Miss Burke.

Finding our identity involves understanding where telong,
identifying with our family, and understanding thsdme of our
characteristics are handed down from our parendsgaandparents.
But a big part of our identity is simply found frothe process of
discovering who we are as an individual.

Make a list of some of the characteristics that engthu the
individual that you are:

God made you a unique individual — different frony@ne else
in this world. And part of that uniqueness is th@mbination of
special talents and abilities that He is growingyou to do the
unigue job that He has for you now, and that Hagkr you in the
future. Some people He will call to be pastors @smonaries. Some
may be teachers, in a church or in a school. Hes#®people to do
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sign language to help the deaf, as doctors anesitioshelp the sick,
and others just to listen to people who need someortalk to. He
will give some the job of being a great parent tspecial-needs
child, and others he will want to be a big helpthe routine needs
around the church. And whatever job He has for yéei will teach

the skills and give the ability to do them. Anddbeaesponsibilities,
skills and abilities will help you to know just estly who you are —
that you are a special person that is uniquelytexaby the God that
deeply loves you and gives you a special placeeofice in His

work. Now that’s an identity that we can be prodid o

MISTAKEN IDENTITY

Hello, my name is Don Burke. | am a pastor and dtenthe
devotionals in this booklet. | hope you have engbyeading the
stories here as much as | enjoyed writing themcySdnere is no real
Madeline Burke — | made her up. But the stuff almut family crest
is true.

It would be tough to be in the place that our fiictis Madeline
found herself in when she didn't know who she wist something
that would also be horrible would be for a persorthink that he
knew who he was, but he was wrong about that. Canimagine
what would happen if a person thought he was aesargput really
wasn't? (That makes me want to take a close lodkeatliplomas on
the wall the next time | go to see my doctor!)

This kind of mistaken identity is going to reallg bad for some
people that Jesus told about. Jesus said, “Notenerthat says to
me, ‘Lord, Lord’ will enter into heaven” (Matthew2l). That means
that just because a person said that Jesus isatie ar even does
good stuff and follows His “rules” in the Bible hat doesn’'t make
them a Christian, and doesn’'t mean that they walltg heaven. It
will certainly be a big surprise to them on Judgetigay when they
find out that “being good” wasn’t good enough.
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So, someone may be asking what exactly does itttake a real
Christian and to really go to heaven. The answehab question is
as simple as A, B, C.

A — Admit (to yourself and to God) that you havargd — that
is, that you've done things that the Bible says\areng —
and because of that sin we deserve to die (Rom&g 3
6:23).

B — Believe what the Bible tells us about JesustTheans that
we genuinely believe that Jesus was the Son of@addhat
He died on the cross so that we can be freed fiamsio and
be able to go to heaven.

C — Commit. Simply pray to God, and (if you reaitgan it) ask
Him to forgive your sins, ask Jesus to save yod,@mmit
your heart and life to Him.

If God has stirred your heart to be saved, and yawe genuinely
believed these things and prayed to God committiogr life to
Him, then here is God's promise to you: “For evergavho calls on
the name of the Lord will be saved” (Romans 10:13).

If you made this commitment, then as a new Chnsyieu need
to talk regularly with God in prayer; you need &ad your Bible to
hear what God has to say to you. You need to gaa#dy to a good,
Bible-believing church. You also need to talk tauygastor about
being baptized. This is the beginning of an exgitife for you — a
chance to find your real identity!

If you have made the decision to accept Jesus as §avior
while reading these devotionals or during the ALI&Ehference this
year, | would really love to hear from you. You cgrare your good
news by sending me an email to PotosiPastor@gimal.c
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