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THE PATH OF EPIC FAILURE

It must have been cool — way cool — to be an Igea®tarrior
back when Israel began to fight for the land thaidGad given
them. Certainly this was better than the forty getrey had been
going ‘round and ‘round in circles in the wildersedNothing but
sand. And heat. And more sand and heat. “Daddyy’tdide pass
that mountain three years ago?!” “Yes son, we At three years
before that, and....” Talk about dulls-ville!

But not anymore! Finally all those years of Godisnighment
were over and the Israelites had a second chanaentey their
promised land. “Do you think we ought to go in dight for the
land this time?” someone may have asked. “Well,! fdu want to
spend another forty years with sand between yaa2d

Achan was one of the Israelite warriors that wento conquer
the land of Canaan. We don’t know much about Aclvan,we do
know what he saw in Canaan was a lot better thaat tv¥d seen all
those years in the dessert. And we also know tlchtA became the
poster boy for epic failure. Let's look at — andrie from — the steps
that lead this warrior down the path of failureqidea 7:20-21).

Step 1: | SawThe first battle for the Israelites was agaiimst t
city of Jericho. Once he was inside the city Aclsaw a large
amount of money (silver and gold worth about $30,8@day). He
also saw an awesome suit — which sure looked beliver than this
same old robe that he’d been wearing the last jaréys.

Step 2: | DesiredAchan likely couldn’t help that he first saw the
money and the clothes, butwas his choice to move on to the next
step — to desire (covet, yearn for) what God said wff limits. And
in choosing to desire those he also chose to sand to begin down
the path to epic failure. Like the rest of us, Acliad to decide if he
would ignore temptation, or if he would allow hirtise dwell on
wanting what he had been tempted with — and heectwmslesire it.
He found out too late that he made the wrong cheieechoice that
would ultimately mean his own death and the dehdll dis family.
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Step 3: | TookWe don't always know how long it takes to go
from step 2 to step 3, but in Achan’s case it pbbpdidn’t take but
a few seconds. Sometimes it can be much longer eksver even
years. But after allowing himself to desire thedgdilver, and the
robe, Achan then took the next step toward epiariaiand actually
took them.

In the cities that the Israelites conquered Godwaddl them to
take the spoils they found — except for this fivattle. Here God said
that the spoils were off limits — they belongedHin. But Achan
ignored the limits that God set — and epic failswen followed.

Step 4: | Hid After taking this stuff that God said was off iis;
Achan took the next and final step of his epicuial— he took it
home and placedhid) them among his own possessions. And it
seems that he may have showed them to his fansly, ahaking
them accessories-after-the-fact in the sin thahdd done. Then a
few days later when his sin was discovered — dftat sin had
caused the death of thirty-six of his fellow warsie- Achan and his
whole family were stoned to death as punishmenttteir sin and
the deaths it had caused.

How can we avoid being an epic failure when it cente
temptation? Well, we simply need to learn from Athanistake:

First, realize that it is not a sin to be tempt&édmptation is
Satan trying to convince us to do something thatBible says is
wrong. Like Achan, we might be tempted when we samething
pleasing, but just seeing it and being tempted gy mot sin. If you
see something in the store and you are temptedki® it without
paying for it, or if you're tempted to “take” somem else’'s answer
on a test and copy it, being tempted doesn’t mearvg sinned.

But Achan quickly moved fronh sawto | desired When we're
faced with temptation we have basically two chaicsy “no” and
chase it away, or say “yes” by letting that desitay in our mind.
The Bible says “flee from youthful lusts,” which ares that when
we are tempted we don't stick around thinking abbar dreaming
about what it would feel like to do it — we chaseut of our mind or
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walk away from it. Even just letting the temptatistey in our
thinking for a while shows that we are saying “yés"it — that we
choose talesireit. When we do this, we have crossed over intp sin
and are walking the path to failure.

If we let wrong desires hang around, eventuallylivize looking
at the next step — the temptation to actu@ke or do what is wrong.
If you allow your mind to dream about doing wrohgfore too long
Satan will be pushing you to actually do thosedhinNhen you give
in to that, you're taking the third step towardsiyown epic failure.

| took leads tol hid. In other words, once you have gone from
desiring sin to actually doing it, it's very easy take that sin and
make it a part of your normal routine.

Does your life have some epic failures? ...Or mayte realize
that you're on the road to one? Take a few mintdaehink about the
sins that you struggle with. How far down the patttepic failure are
you with each of them? Which of them are just tetiphs, but
nothing more? (Don't let Satan tell you that yousianed because
you've been tempted. Remember, Jesus was tempied; &nd He
neversinned.) Are there some things that the Biblerbfesays is off
limits, but that you allow yourself to dream abeub enjoy thinking
about doing? If so, you've crossed over into sidfesire— what the
Bible sometimes calls coveting or lust. Have yomeydurther, and
actuallytakenpart in doing the sin, or evdmnddenit in the routines
of your life? If so, epic failure is just arouncetleorner. In order to
avoid it, you need to turn your back on those sind ask God's
forgiveness.
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Epic FAILURE #2: BEING DISHONEST WITH GOD

The Computer Crash — A Play

Scene 1 — Ani and Gem'’s home. Enter Ani, stagé righ

Ani: Hey Gem.... You'll never guess how much the gayd me for
that box of old computer stuff! That stuff's beerownd since
my dad was growing up, and the thing won't every glacent
video games. Still the dude gave me $2,000! Saidetluing
about it being a vintage first edition Apple or shing. And |
was just hoping to get $25 for it!

Gem: WOW! That is great! Now | can get a hew snpntdne, you
can get an iPad, | can get some clothes, and.....

Ani: Yeah, | was thinking about all that, too. Biltere’s a little
problem. Like that commitment we made at churclyit@ the
money from selling the old computer stuff to hddp homeless!

Gem: Yeah..., but when we made that promise we didriv what
the computer was worth. It was just an old piecpiok that had
been in the back closet for years! | didn’t comtaigiving away
two thousand dollars!

Ani: Well, like what can we do? I'm not telling th@reacher that
we're giving $25 even though it sold for two grand.

Gem: That'’s it! We won't tell him that it sold fdwo grand. We'll
tell him that it only sold for the $25. Trust mgl] work.

Scene 2 — Sunday At First Church
Pastor: Good morning, Ani. How are you? Where’'s Gem

Ani: Good morning, pastor. She had to give somethmthe youth
pastor. She’ll be here in a minute.

Hey, we finally sold that old computer stuff thieek. It took
some doing, but | talked the guy into giving me mntyefive
bucks for that old stuff. Here’s the money he gawe as our
contribution to the homeless fund.
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Pastor: Thank you, Ani. But | happen to know thatiygot a lot
more for the computer than $25. Hey, the money ymss to
decide what to do with it, to keep whatever you tedrof it, and
to donate whatever you wanted to. But when you comigere
lying about it, you know you're really lying to God

An expression of guilt and panic come across Aace, then he
passes out on the floor. A couple of ushers pigkdp and take him
to the pastor’s office. A few minutes later Gemke/ah.

Gem: Hey, Pastor. Has Ani come through? He haseakcto give
you for the homeless shelter. We sure were luckyfirid
someone to pay us $25 for that old computer stuff.

Pastor: Hello, Gem. Yes, Ani has been here, angl gigen me the
check. But there’s a little problem. Ani passed oiien he
found out that | knew that the computer stuff doida lot more
than $25. And now | see that the two of you worked scheme
out together — and thabth of you are lying to God.

The ushers come back in from the pastor’s offisg ijutime to
see Gem'’s expression of guilt and panic..., and aksgs out on the
floor, just like Ani did. They take her to the mast office and place
her next to Ani.

This play is a modernized version of Ananias angpBaa’s
story — a real-life epic failure of two people wéchemed together to
lie to the preacher. Read the story in Acts 5:1thé&n answer these
guestions:

What person did they tell their lie to?

But who did Peter say that they were really lyiog t

What happened to them because they lied to God?

Can you relate to some of this? Are there thingg ffou are
being less than honest with God about? Are yolepdahg to be one
thing at church when, in fact, that isn't the rgal? Who are you
really lying to?
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Jesus said that for those that really follow Hifihé truth will
set you free.” So, either we commit to knowing dmwthg by the
truth in the Bible, or we become enslaved by tke &ll around us.
Truth..., or epic failure — which will you choose?

Epic FAILURE #3: BAD RELATIONSHIPS

Another place that we're prone to epic failureus celationships
— and especially in our desire to find a person Wefeel is special,
and that makes us feel special and feel excitéa twith them.

Read Proverbs 7:6-27. It is a story about a man tivboght he
had found someone special and exciting but fourtddau late that
he had taken the path of epic failure. Sadly,eheere several red
flags that this man failed to heed. Let’s noticenef them:

When and where they mét9, 12). Back in Bible days the
evening and especially late into the night was aotime when
regular, reputable folks were out and about, walkive street$.This
was not the time or place to normally meet goodpfedl he lesson
for today is this: If you're not looking for a shaétiend, then you
probably shouldn’'t be looking at times and placdsens shady
people hang out.

The clothes they weabid you know that very often a person’'s
clothes are a reflection of what is going in thaegart? Why?
...because it was the heart of the person that ctwseear those
clothes in the first place. The Bible particularentions the need
for girls to dress modestly..., but we don’t see math today. Like
the old preacher said, “Girls, if you've put youerthandise out on
display then don't act surprised when the boyst tyea like you got
something to sell.”

This dude in the story should have guessed thatgithenvas
trouble because, as the Bible says, she was “dretke a
prostitute.” That simply means that she was dressea way that
would create aesire(remember that word?) for something that God
said was off limits. Girls — and guys, too — do yess in a way that
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tempts others to desire what is off limits? “Wdie shouldn't be
thinking that way!” some might say. That is prolyatsbe..., but it's

not thewhole truth because you are equally guilty if you dress

way to provoke those desires. If God says your headyf limits to

someone else you shouldn’t be revealing it to themither by not
covering yourself, or by clothes that are so titjety show what you
got.

The attitude(v1ll). The Bible describes this girl's attitude as
“boisterous and rebellious (or stubborn).” Thisaigar cry from the
gentle and quiet spirit that God expects womenateeH1Peter 3:4).
A person’s attitude says a lot about what is regthyng on inside
their heart. What do the attitudes of your friesdy about them and
their desire to be what God wants them to be?

Girls, did you know that a good way to tell how way gvill treat
his wife is the attitude he has toward his moth@#®s, did you
know that the same is true in a girl's attitudewtlwer dad? “Oh, but
you don’t know how bad he disrespects her,” somenight argue.
But the truth is, one day she’ll likely think hendiband disrespects
her the same way..., and she’ll likely have this sathiieude towards
him when she does.

Temptation(v16-18). Another red flag was the pressure thist t
woman put on the guy to give in to temptation. Adgdriend — the
kind of person that will make a good relationshifs-ene that will
try to build you up..., not try to cut you down myripting you to do
what is wrong.

Disrespect for God’'s way..In verse 19 we find out that this
woman has a husband. Her attempt to cheat on him tistal
disrespect toward him. It is also a total disrespeward God and
His way.

Think of this: If someone will leave or cheat oe hne that they
are committed to in order to be with you..., don'uytbink that they
could just as easily do the same thing to you lateen they find
someone else they are attracted to?
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...While pretending that she respects ®didl). This girl is a
smooth talker..., pretending to be far more godhyntbhe really is.
“I've just been to God’'s house and worshipped Hishé says, but
her actions show that she doesn’t really honor Him.

A good friend is one that will hold God as the msportant
thing in their lives, and encourage you to do tlema. Their
honoring God is real, not just words to trick otherth. Just because
someone is talking the talk, don't assume thas itdal. Give the
relationship time, and in time you’ll see if they'really walking the
walk.

Quick decisiongv22). You've seen TV commercials that try to
put pressure on you to make a quick decision to dmrgething by
saying, “Call in the next 10 minutes...” or you'llde a great deal.
Why the pressure to act so fast? Many times thé Ipigessure
gimmick is to get you to buy what you really dowant or need, and
the pitchman knows that if you think about it loymu might see that
it isn’t the wise thing to do.

Relationships are often the same way. We have tcaeful
about making commitments too fast. If the othersperis putting
pressure on you to decide too fast, or even if ngodéeling the
pressure within yourself to make a hasty decistben there’'s a
good chance that there is more going on than nibetseye. A
decision doesn’'t have to take weeks or months taoghe, but when
there is pressure to make a hasty relationshipsidecit’'s probably
time to slow down and think about it a while.

So, how are you doing on your relationships? Isrygtory
spotted with a lot of bad ones? Maybe you needatzhwfor the red
flags that Proverbs 7 tells about. Do you have gfrlemd or
girlfriend tempting you, or pressuring you to makeuick decision
or to do what dishonors God? Red flags. Ask GodHisrguidance,
and learn to recognize the red flags so that you mmimize the
chances of being an epic failure in relationships.
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Epic FAILURE #4: SUBSTANCE ABUSE

How crazy does a person have to be to play Russidette? To
put a bullet in a revolver, spin the cylinder oé thun, and take a 1-
in-6 chance that the gun will shoot and end thigr Someone might
say, “But hey, they have a much greater chancenatfkilling
themselves.” That may be so, but the price thay paey if the gun
does fire makes it a very, very dumb move — evahefodds were
one-in-ten, or even one-in-a-hundred.

Yet people take that kind of risk all the time -t ising a bottle
or a can instead of a revolver. Did you know thditew a person
takes their first drink of alcohol (including be¢hey are taking the
same kind of chance? One out of every nine peopie take their
first drink will become an alcohofiand ruin their life. To take your
first drink is about as insane as playing Russiartette.

But even if a person is willing to take that kindrisk, the Bible
says don't do it. To start drinking or doing drugsanother road to
epic failure.

“The Bible doesn't say anything about drugs. Besideose
people in the Bible drank wine,” someone may sagllWet's see
what the Bible does say about all of this.

Read Ephesians 5:18, and fill in the blank: “Do rime
with wine....” So, right off the bat waencagree that
the Bible says to not be intoxicated, right?

Read Proverbs 23:29-35. This is a pretty grossripéen of
what drinking “wine and mixed drinks” will do toferson. The wise
man says that it's like letting a poisonous snake fgou, and it
makes you feel like barfing up your guts with therst case of
seasickness you can imagine. So, we can also #dgreehe Bible
says to leave the “hard stuff” alone, right?

But what exactly is the “hard stuff”? Does it megine or gin or
bourbon or scotch or moonshine, or what? Good munest, and you
might be surprised at the answer. Did you know thatasn't until
the 12" century — over a thousand years after Bible tirtbst the
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process for making what we call “hard liquors” wadiscovered®

Before that alcohol was limited to what happens ttural

fermentation — which means the “hard stuff’ the IBikalks about
was what we would call wine today. And as we adt jagreed, the
Bible condemns the use of that. So, anything thaas strong or
stronger than wine is definitely off limits.

“But wait!” someone objects. “The Bible talks abopéople
drinking wine. And Jesus Himself made wine, so thm#ans it's
okay!” Well, yes, and no. We can be sure that Jesmser did
anything wrong, and that if He did something it inbe okay. But
what exactly did Jesus make?

Some of the words translated “wine” in the Biblegluding the
wine that Jesus made from water, can mean eithmefdéed wine or
unfermented grape juiéeThat juice would be stored after the yearly
grape harvest, and in time some might naturallyjnéet some. But
here is the kicker: The Jews did not drink this evimll strength;
instead, they would mix it with watérTo drink wine full-strength
was considered “barbarié.Probably depending on how strong the
wine was and how much water might have evaporatedbit, it
was mixed one part wine with from three to twerdytp water. So, it
is very possible that the wine that Jesus madetlaidHe drank
might not have had any alcohol in it in the fir&ge. And if it did, it
was so watered down before anyone drank it thaadt virtually no
alcoholic content at all. So, looks like we carseulesus’ actions as
an excuse to drink.

But does the Bible condemn drugs, too? Not diredily it does
indirectly. First, the Bible says that we're tolfal our government
laws and leaders (except when they disagree wdlcldar teachings
of the Bible). This means that God expects us tmdadegal drugs
and the illegal use of prescription drugs.

Second, the Bible principles that apply to alcofigb apply to
drugs. See, alcohol comes from taking somethingh(@s grapes)
and using it as an intoxicant. When we use anytklgsg in the same
way — such as drugs, or aerosol fumes — to get, kighie breaking
the same instructions that tell us to avoid alcohol
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So, does that mean that we can’'t even take préscrignd over-
the-counter drugs as medicine? No, it doesn’t. Biile makes an
exception for alcohol (and therefore drugs) forl maedical needs.
Paul told Timothy to take a little wine to help wihis stomach
problems — and the context makes it sound like Was possibly
fermented wine. Proverbs 31:6 talks of using wiseredication for
the dying and those dealing with extreme problemsaybe
emotional issues?). So, it's not wrong to use driggslegitimate
medical needs.

An alcoholic or a drug addict doesn’t normally staut addicted.
Usually they start with just theesireof thinking about drinking their
first beer, smoking their first joint, or shooting the first time.
Eventually that desire gives way to, “Well, I'ligutry it one time” —
thel took step of epic failure. But not long afterward tHeyd that
they have alreadyiddenit in the routines of lives.

One out of every nine people who drink alcohol labacomes
an alcoholic. Compare that to another very impar&atistic:nine
out of nine people who never drink never becomehaltics. You
can't become an alcoholic or drug addict if youerestart.

People often drink or do drugs to either be acckfe their
friends, or to deaden the pains of life. Realizat thesus loves you
just as you are — unlike your so-called friendst ttemuire you to
conform to their way of living before they will asut you. Also
realize that God doesn’'t deaden our pain; insteldremoves our
pain or helps us to grow through the pain — if wenap to the pain
and give it to Him.

Epic FAILURE #5: SEX, LIES AND COVER-UPS

The people in the world around us seem to alwaysha@ging
their opinions of most everything. The most popustyles of
clothes, the newest gadgets, and even the “coadsiaf today are
so un-cool just months later.
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Society also continually changes its views of wisatight and
wrong. In the 50’s (and before) most everyone kiteat sex before
marriage was wrong, but in the 60’s society saad thwas okay. In
the 60’s everyone knew that abortion was wrong, ibuthe early
70’s society decided that there was nothing wroitf itv In the 70’s
we knew that homosexuality was wrong, but sinceBtbie society is
trying to change our opinion on that as well. like there has been a
downward spiral as the world around us constamilg us that the
things that we know are wrong are not so wrong aite

You might be surprised that some two thousand yagosPaul
listed several sins we see today that are a parthisf kind of
“downward spiral”’ that people and societies go tigtoas they turn
their backs on God. Read about this downward spirdRomans
1:18-32. Write down some of the sins we see and &leaut today,
especially those in v26-27:

Just like Paul said, one of the world’s biggesthgsstoday is to
convince us that it's okay to be gay — that Godoisl with same-sex
dating and marriage. The Bible tells about twoesiti- Sodom and
Gomorrah — which were notorious for their acceptant the gay
lifestyle. What does Genesis 18:20 say that Godghbof what they
were doing? Son@Eepay
to downplay this, and even say God was only angrthese cities
because they lacked hospitality. You be the judgeat does Jude
1.7 say that these cities were punished for?
Does that sound like a lack of hospitality to yo8@8dom and
Gomorrah were epic failures because the people tbek and hid
homosexuality into their lives.

The Bible tells of another epic failure in the amdasex. The
man’s name was David, and 2Samuel 11:1-15 telld hégapened to
him. Read these verses and describe when Davideadaach of the
steps of epic failure:

© 2011 Don Burke



1. | Saw

2. | Desired
3. 1 Took
4. | Hid:

Some people say David should have been out fightisgead of

staying in the palace, and that's what caused tblelgm. I'm not so

sure that is right, or that it is the point thag Bible intends to make
here. But what is clear is that, like Achan, Dasiddilure began
when he allowed himself to dwell on desiring whatsaw. It wasn't

a sin for David to accidentally see something, ibuiecame a sin
when he allowed himself to continue to desire whatl said was off
limits to him.

David slept with this woman, Bathsheba, who desired and
took Some time later she sent word to David that sag pregnant.
David tried to cover the scandal up, first by tgyito trick her
husband, and when that didn’'t work David had hifledi

Did you know that this kind of stuff still happensday —
probably even among some of the people that yow gohool with?
Of course you know that some of them are “sleepaggther,” even
though God says that sex is off limits if the peopte not married to
each other (1Corinthians 6:18). But did you knowattHike David,
many are hiding their sin by murder? It's calledrion.

God sent a preacher to David to tell him that Goevk about his
sin, and was not happy. With a broken heart, Dadhitted his sin
to God and asked for forgiveness. Psalm 51 is g bgnDavid that
tells how he felt when he was living in sin. Laber wrote Psalm 32
that shows how he felt after God had forgiven him.

The cool thing is that God can make the same thaggpen to
people today who have failed. Like David, if we aidto God that
what we did was wrong, if we genuinely want to taway from
those sins, and if we ask God to forgive us thed @il take away
our guilt.
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How are you doing with your sexual temptations? Al
heading down the road of epic failure? Rememberlibmg tempted
is not a sin. But if you are allowing yourself tawell on and enjoy
temptation for something that the Bible says is loffits for you
right now, that probably indicates that you've mid¥em| Sawto |
Desired There is nothing wrong with sex itself — God teelasex
and built that drive within us. But Satan temptstaisgnore God’s
limits — to dwell on getting right now what Godlsets to wait for,
or to get what God simply says “No” about. Mayber'ye moved
further down the road towards failure, and haveaaly taken or
even hidden the things that God said to leave alone. Maybes li
David, you've also tried to cover up the sin..., evsnabortion. If
so, remember the lesson of David: Remember that &oehdy
knows what we've done; that when we're broken teehetbout our
sins and willing to give them up, God is willing torgive if we’ll
ask Him. And once that happens, even though it nmytake away
all the consequences of our sin, we can once dgeiw joy in our
life as God intended.

Epic FAILURE #6: THE ULTIMATE EPIC FAILURE

The two men could hardly have been more differBeiad Luke
16:19-21 and list how the two men were differentfreach other:

Rich Man Lazarus

Which man would most people think was the success?

Which one would they think was the failure?
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Now read the rest of the story (Luke 16:22-31). ¢dlhinan was
the real success, and which was the epic failure?

People judge the success of others by many ditfatengs.
Sometimes we give the highest scores to the mqsilgg those that
have the most money, the best looking, the smartest most
athletic..., and on and on it goes. But when it coneshow
successful God thinks we are, it is very simple.riasures us by
two things: How much we love God (first prioritygnd how much
we love others (second priority). And the most intpot part of
loving God is accepting His Son, Jesus, as ourdBaviien God stirs
our heart. If we fail to do that, we’re the biggepic failures of all.

Accepting Jesus as Savior is as simple as ABC:

A — Admit (to yourself and to God) that you havargd — that is,
that you've done things that the Bible says is wgrdrike Achan
found out, sin is the path to epic failure. Evemnyeof us has
sinned, and that sin leads us to the same resiltAithan got —
death (Romans 3:23, 6:23).

B — Believe what the Bible tells us about JesuscBipally that
means that we genuinely believe that Jesus waSdheof God,
that He died on the cross so that we can be fi@a the epic
failure of sin and be able to go to heaven.

C — Commit. Simply pray to God, and if you reallyam it ask Him
to forgive your sins, ask Jesus to save you, amdndbd your
heart and life to Him.

If God has stirred your heart to be saved, and yawe genuinely
believed these things and told them to God in pralyen here is
God's promise to you: “For everyone who calls oa ttame of the
Lord will be saved” (Romans 10:13).

As a new Christian you need to talk regularly wiBiod in
prayer, read your Bible to hear what God has to teayou, and
regularly attend a good, Bible-believing church.uYalso need to
talk to your pastor about being baptized. Thishis beginning of an
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exciting life for you — of turning in a life of epifailure for a life of
epic greatness!

Hello, my name is Don Burke. | am a pastor and étenthe
devotionals in this booklet. If you've made the id@mm to accept
Jesus as your Savior after reading these devosional while
attending the ALIVE conference this year, | woukhlly love to
hear from you. You can share your good news bylisgnme an
email to PotosiPastor@gmail.com.
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